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 A HIGHER EDUCATION WORTH HAVING 
Nigel Hoffmann joined our staff in 2008 and brings some very interesting 
experiences to Glenaeon. He holds a PhD from the University of Newcastle and 
was trained in both the Arts and Sciences. He has published a book on Goethe’s 
method of research investigation that combined a scientific approach with an 
artistic one, and used this method in his own research into ecosystems around 
Sydney. He also was the editor for 10 years of a journal publishing such research 
in Australia. Nigel teaches Visual Arts through the High School, Main Lessons on 
Philosophy, Embryology and Evolution in the Senior College, and has been very 
active in building the kayak fleet with Year 10. He also has been very active in 
reworking the Senior College curriculum and researching pathways for our 
students into Universities. This article by Nigel (below) reflects his own opinions, 
and is a thought provoking piece on the developmental needs of young people and 

are they being met by universities in their current form? 
 

 
Many of the students currently sweating over their HSC examinations have already elected to go to 
university and most have a pretty clear idea of what is in store for them there. They see university primarily 
as vocational preparation, necessity if one is to get anywhere in the world. 
 
Most would be surprised to hear that the primary task of universities was once to educate the souls of 
students, to help them to come to terms with questions about the mysteries of life and the human being, 
about how to fashion “a life worth living”. That this was, and should be, an aim of higher education is not 
surprising when you consider that these are the very questions which begin to stir, often to rear up, in 
young adults of university age. 
 
The sense that some height and depth was missing in their “higher education” was behind the student 
revolts of the 1960s, in America and Europe. It’s almost impossible to imagine such revolts taking place in 
today’s world. However, the lack of revolutionary spirit in young people today doesn’t mean that a 
profound questioning of life is absent in them; it’s just that they’ve given up on any idea that universities 
will provide support in finding the answers they are searching for.  
 
It’s true that you have to go a long way back find universities entirely devoted to the spiritual 
development of students – for example, Harvard College, founded in the early seventeenth century on 
the model of Oxford and Cambridge which were shaped by the ideals of medieval scholasticism and 
Renaissance humanism. Later, with the rise of the sciences, the task of the education of the soul was 
preserved in the humanities, in the non-vocational liberal arts, through the systematic study of great 
literature, philosophy and art of the Western tradition. This approach continued in American universities 
up to the early twentieth century and is maintained today in some such as Yale and Columbia. 
 
In the last twenty years there has been a spate of books critiquing our institutions of higher education; 
they have titles like “Killing the Spirit” and “Education’s End”. They point to a profound crisis in the 



universities, and to the task of reevaluating and transforming the contemporary university as one on the 
great imperatives of our age. 
 
Several main factors come forward as reasons why universities have arrived at their present condition. 
One is the research ideal, taking hold in the mid nineteenth century, which slowly but surely shifted the 
primary focus and interest of academics from teaching to research and scholarship and which resulted 
in specialized forms of learning. Because this research ideal was scientific in nature, founded on a 
mechanistic way of thinking which had gained dominion, it meant that firstly the life and social sciences 
and eventually the humanities felt compelled to fall in line with a model of research which was alien to 
their nature. 
 
A second main factor is what has been called “political correctness”, in particular the vogue for a kind of 
philosophy called “constructivism” or “post-modernism” which has held sway in the universities since the 
1960s. This philosophy suggests that any search for “truth” or “value” or “goodness” is entirely pointless 
because such things are fictions, mere constructions of the human mind. 
 
Such political correctness is not limited to the universities but has laid hold of the school curricula for 
which the universities are ultimately responsible. As a consequence, for example, students of visual arts in 
the HSC are required to perceive artworks in terms of four “frames” – the first three more or less factual 
(things like inner experience, structure, cultural milieu), the fourth ideological – namely post-modernism or 
constructivism – which, unhappily for the students, tends to place a cloud of doubt over the truth-value 
of the other three frames. What is amazing, considering the pervasive influence of constructivism in the 
universities, is how easy it is to deflate it. All you have to do is ask: “But how do you know if constructivism 
is true and valuable?”  
 
Certainly we cannot go back to the past; new ways – not reliant on the classics of the Western tradition – 
need to be found in secular higher education to meet and support the spiritual needs of young adults. 
After all our cleverness the truth remains that life and the human being harbour great mysteries with 
which the soul thirsts to engage.  

          Dr Nigel Hoffmann 
 

 
Open Day 
Thank you to all our students and teachers for the beautiful work presented at Open Day last Saturday. This 
year we have had two Open Days, one early in the year for the wider community particularly prospective 
parents, and this one later in the year for current parents to see the “harvest” of the year’s work. The 
harvest was, as always, impressive: the level of work in Main Lesson books was a real testament to the “deep 
learning” and the richly integrated education that we cultivate at Glenaeon. 
 

School Survey 
On Friday we will be sending out our School Survey to all parents in the school. The survey is an online survey 
and the notification will go out by email. The survey can then be completed online. We will send a hard copy 
to any parents who do not have email access. The survey will be open for two weeks until Friday November 
13th.  If you have any questions about the survey please contact Sarah Sandberg, Daily Operations Manager. 
 

Class 8 Project 
On Saturday Class 8 will be presenting their Projects in the Sylvia Brose Hall from 10 am to 1.30 pm. This 
annual event can be quite remarkable in showcasing our students’ work at this significant stage in their 
development. The students have the year to plan and work on a project of their own choice, outside the 
school curriculum, and it must be substantially their own work. Each student then has 5 minutes to present 
their journey and what they have learned. The finished works are always impressive (this year they include a 
surfboard, a bass lyre, various pieces of furniture, a forge, a short movie, a few novels, various recordings of 
original songs and much more). Everyone is welcome. 
 

 Andrew Hill,  
Collegiate Chair 

andrewh@glenaeon.nsw.edu.au  
 
 
 



 

 

 

School Calendar - Important dates to remember 

 

29th October Class 5 Greek Olympics 
2nd November Middle Cove Forum, Middle Cove – 9.15am 
4th  November P&F Steering Group Meeting, Castlecrag – 7.30pm 

2-6th November Class 11 Camp 
3rd November Class 9 Parent/Teacher Evening, Middle Cove – 7.30pm 

9,10 & 11th November  Class 5 Camp 
10th November  Class 11 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
12th November Class 1, 2010 Parent/Teacher Meeting, Castlecrag – 7.30pm 
13th November  Class 1 Play – Castlecrag, 6pm 

Campus News
 

Class XI Drama Students  
Present 

The Good Doctor 
By 

Neil Simon 
An adaptation of the short stories of Anton 
Chekhov. 
 
Chekhov himself is the narrator who guides us 
with a benevolent eye through these tales of 
life in Russia at the end of the 19th century. 
By turns farcical, wry and poignant these 
portraits are sure to give the end of the 
working week a 
lift. 
 
Will Cherdyakov ever recover from his sneeze, 
is the poor defenceless creature really 
defenceless, will the drowned man rise again 
and when will Antosha be schooled in the ways 
of love? 
 
Come and find the answers to these questions 
and many more on: 

Friday, 30th October 
7.30pm  

Sylvia Brose Hall 
 

NEW TELEPHONE SYSTEM AT MIDDLE 
COVE CAMPUS 
In the October school holidays a new telephone 
system was installed at Middle Cove campus.  This 
new digital system offers greater functionality. 
 
One of the first features to be implemented is 
the “Automated Attendant” resulting in calls 
being answered quickly and efficiently. Callers will 
be greeted with an announcement providing menu 
options to directly connect you with departments 

such as accounts, enrolments, school events, 
general enquiries or reception.  
We hope this improved service enhances your 
experience when contacting the school. 

Sarah Sandberg,  
Daily Operations Manager 

 

 
Suggested donations to above: 
ADULTS:    $15 each 
CHILDREN 9+ years;  $  7 each 



Desperately seeking 
Accommodation for 
Julian! 

We urgently need a host family for Julian, our 
German volunteer and hope that you can help as 
the situation is now of extreme urgency. Julian is 
a courteous young man who is quick to take on any 
task asked of him. We urgently need to find a 
family for Julian within the next 3 weeks. If you 
are interested in hosting Julian please contact me 
immediately on 9417 3193. 

Annette Brian,  
German Volunteer Coordinator 

 
KIDS ADVENTURE PASSPORT 
 
You might be aware that the NSW Government 
has begun a scheme to encourage younger 
children to visit museums and galleries. If you 
are interested in this scheme which involves 
free entry to many locations, please visit 
www.arts.nsw.gov.au to find out more. 
 

Christian Lillicrap 
 

MONTHLY NOTICEBOARD 
The following section is a service to the School Community and does not necessarily represent the views of the school 

 

WANTED:  
Second-hand Lyre 
If your child is no longer playing 
their lyre and you would be 
interested in selling it, please call 

Hayley on 9415 8469 (Class 1 parent) 
 

 

Accommodation needed 
early 2010. 
A family are returning to Glenaeon 
after 2 years overseas.  Mum and 
Class 1 age son will arrive early to 

look for permanent accommodation for the family 
of three.  If you could help by providing a room 
for Angela and Paulo to share close to our 
Castlecrag campus while they get settled, please 
contact Angela Bacot at aabacot@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

CONSULTING ROOM AVAILABLE 
Helios Health Care Centre requires Therapists to share 
consulting rooms.  We are a small General Medical 
Practice specialising in Anthroposophic Medicine as well 
as Anthrophosophic Therapies.  
 
Please contact centre for more information on 
availability of rooms.    9555 2596  



 

 

 
 


