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WELCOME TO TERM 3 
We begin a busy term this week. The Spring Festival this year will involve the whole school from 
Class 1 to Class 12 on the oval at Middle Cove, and the Family Fair on Saturday, 26th September will 
be a fit finale for an active term.  
 
For the Year 12 students this term will be the busiest of their careers to date, culminating in the 
HSC and the Major Project presentations at the beginning of Term 4. This last term is always a 
bitter-sweet experience for teachers as we sadly prepare to say farewell to young people we have 
watched grow up, but also knowing that they are each stepping into the exhilarating adventure of 
living out their own unique destiny. We wish them all a fulfilling and successful term of preparation. 
 
 

“Crisis in the Kindergarten”: What Crisis? 
Last month there was an article in a Saturday Sydney Morning Herald entitled “Crisis in the 
Kindergarten”. The article examined the wide spread concerns about over stressed 5 year olds, the 
cramming of information into young minds, and the absence of play and creativity in so many 
Kindergartens across the developed world. There were many voices quoted that bemoaned the 
narrowing down of early childhood education into assessable skills rather seeing this stage of 
development as a joyful and creative gateway into life.  
 
The title of the article came from a report released throughout Europe and North America of the 
same name. This report was published by the Alliance for Childhood, a Steiner education group that 
has built a broad coalition of educators and parents calling for a review of this narrowing trend. The 
article did not mention the Steiner education background of the report, so it was interesting to note 
the range of other educators who spoke in support of the report. 
 
One of the most impressive of these voices was that of Professor Robyn Ewing of Sydney University 
who has placed a number of students with Glenaeon during their teacher education internships. We 
reprint below her comments from the article which she was very happy for us to use. 
 

 
 

Professor Robyn Ewing, the Dean of Education at Sydney University, says the time parents spend 
reading with their children is invaluable, but extra homework that puts pressure on young children is 
not useful. “A lot of really good learning comes out of play and using our imaginations,” she says. 
“They need time for play to create and imagine, and just to be children.” 
 
Research has shown cognitive overloading can damage children. “I find it hard to understand why 
we would be setting so much formalised technical exercise for kindergarten children.” She says.  
“Spelling and stuff like that is not what we would hope would be happening in early childhood 
classrooms.” 
 
Ewing warns against following the British example. 



“They are the most over-assessed and tested children in the world and not doing any better for it,” 
she says. “It’s about parents wanting their children to do well at school and thinking that they have 
to have a homework regime.” 
 
Contrary to preparing good habits for later, homework (in early childhood) could make children 
resist learning. 
 
“Children are tired after five or six hours of school and want to run around,” she says. “We 
sometimes forget about how important it is to use our imaginations.” 
 
Stressing children through homework will only “turn them off learning”.’ 
        (SMH: 12-13 June, 2009) 
 
Hear, hear! We concur entirely. At Glenaeon we have a Kindergarten living out these ideals, all 
underpinned by a rigorous picture of child development that ensures each child experiences a rich, 
creative foundation to a journey of lifelong learning. 
 

Andrew Hill 
Collegiate Chair  

 

School Calendar 
Important dates to remember 

 

29th July Start of Term 3 
3-7th August Class 10 Camp 

4th August Parent Education Talk – Music in the Steiner Curriculum,  
9.10am, Castlecrag campus 

5th August P&F Class Parent Reps Meeting, Castlecrag, 7.30pm 
6th August Major Projects – Oral Presentations 
6th August  ‘Meet the Music’ Opera House, 6.30pm 

10-24th  August Class 12 Trials 
10th August Castlecrag Forum 

  

 Campus News
 
 

Class 10 German Trip 
Raffle Winners 
 
Congratulations to our 
winners (see below) and 
many thanks to 

everybody who supported our raffle. 
 
Jenny Jackson German champagne 

and chocolate basket 
Ashlee Fraser European Indulgence 

Pack 
Hugh 
Kronenberg 

Angel drawing 

 
Class 10 German Group. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
DO YOU SPEAK PORTUGUESE? 
Is there anyone in our community who speaks 
Portuguese and has the time and willingness to help 
a little boy to integrate into his preschool group? 
 
This little boy loves going to preschool Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays but a little extra help 
would make all the difference. 
 
If you feel you can volunteer some time please 
contact Jessica Horne-Kennedy, Glenaeon Preschool 
Director on 9412 4457. 
 

 
 
 
 



FAMILY FAIR  
PR HELP NEEDED 

The wonderful Glenaeon Family Fair is only 3 
months away and planning is well underway 
for another very special day (don't forget to 
mark it in your calendar - Saturday September 
26th). 
 
The Fair Committee are seeking some 
additional help from someone experienced in 
Public Relations to assist in building a higher 
profile for our Fair through local media.  If you 
are experienced in writing Press Releases or 
have contacts with local media organisations 
(newspapers & radio) your help would be very 
much appreciated.  Please contact the Fair 
Committee via email at: 
glenaeonfamilyfair@yahoogroups.com.au 
 
Please call to discuss if you need to. Thanks in 
advance 

Lee Hill 
 

  
KAMAROI CULTURAL 

EVENING 
Saturday, 15th August – 7.30pm 
Bookings please contact Sherryl on 9450 1651. For 
enquiries please email Joy joycday@hotmail.com  

 

 
Parent Education Talk 
By Christian Lillicrap 

 
On Music in the Steiner 

Curriculum 
 
Date: Tuesday, 4th August 
Time: 9.10am 
Where: Castlecrag campus 
 

 
              

 
 



 

 

MONTHLY NOTICEBOARD 
the following section is a service to the school community and does not necessarily represent the views of the school

 
 

 
 

HOUSE  FOR  RENT 
DEC2009/JAN2010 
Our  house  in  Castle  Cove  is 
available  for  rent  (or  house 
exchange)  during  Christmas  and 
for some weeks early January.   If 
anyone  has  guests  from  abroad 

coming  who  rather  than  stay  in  an  hotel,  may  be 
interested  in  staying  in  a  home  that  could  comfortably 
sleep  7,  is  close  to  a  city  bus  link  and  is  geared  for 
entertaining around the pool, they could contact Dagmar 
on 61 411 488 729 for further details. 
 

Experience the  
Mystery Dramas by Steiner 

Would you like to be a part of it? Wish to 
know more about this group? 
 
WHERE?   Northern Beaches area 
TIME?        The most convenient 
FREQUENCY?  Weekly 
 
If you would like more information please 
call Regina Hoffmann on 9999 4885. 

 

 
 

KITTEN WANTED 
We are looking for a female 
kitten for our family to love 

- 6-12 weeks old. Contact: Ashley 
Fraser 9958-5984 


