Rudolf Steiner School

Unfolding Individual Journeys

== Weexly Neysiefer

No: 23
29th July 2009

WELCOME TO TERM 3

We begin a busy term this week. The Spring Festival this year will involve the whole school from
Class 1 to Class 12 on the oval at Middle Cove, and the Family Fair on Saturday, 26" September will
be a fit finale for an active term.

For the Year 12 students this term will be the busiest of their careers to date, culminating in the
HSC and the Major Project presentations at the beginning of Term 4. This last term is always a
bitter-sweet experience for teachers as we sadly prepare to say farewell to young people we have
watched grow up, but also knowing that they are each stepping into the exhilarating adventure of
living out their own unique destiny. We wish them all a fulfilling and successful term of preparation.

“Crisis in the Kindergarten”: What Crisis?

Last month there was an article in a Saturday Sydney Morning Herald entitled “Crisis in the
Kindergarten”. The article examined the wide spread concerns about over stressed 5 year olds, the
cramming of information into young minds, and the absence of play and creativity in so many
Kindergartens across the developed world. There were many voices quoted that bemoaned the
narrowing down of early childhood education into assessable skills rather seeing this stage of
development as a joyful and creative gateway into life.

The title of the article came from a report released throughout Europe and North America of the
same name. This report was published by the Alliance for Childhood, a Steiner education group that
has built a broad coalition of educators and parents calling for a review of this narrowing trend. The
article did not mention the Steiner education background of the report, so it was interesting to note
the range of other educators who spoke in support of the report.

One of the most impressive of these voices was that of Professor Robyn Ewing of Sydney University
who has placed a number of students with Glenaeon during their teacher education internships. We
reprint below her comments from the article which she was very happy for us to use.

DOOOVVOD

Professor Robyn Ewing, the Dean of Education at Sydney University, says the time parents spend
reading with their children is invaluable, but extra homework that puts pressure on young children is
not useful. “A lot of really good learning comes out of play and using our imaginations,” she says.
“They need time for play to create and imagine, and just to be children.”

Research has shown cognitive overloading can damage children. “I find it hard to understand why
we would be setting so much formalised technical exercise for kindergarten children.” She says.
“Spelling and stuff like that is not what we would hope would be happening in early childhood
classrooms.”

Ewing warns against following the British example.
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“They are the most over-assessed and tested children in the world and not doing any better for it,”
she says. “It’'s about parents wanting their children to do well at school and thinking that they have
to have a homework regime.”

Contrary to preparing good habits for later, homework (in early childhood) could make children
resist learning.

“Children are tired after five or six hours of school and want to run around,” she says. “We
sometimes forget about how important it is to use our imaginations.”

Stressing children through homework will only “turn them off learning”.’
(SMH: 12-13 June, 2009)

Hear, hear! We concur entirely. At Glenaeon we have a Kindergarten living out these ideals, all
underpinned by a rigorous picture of child development that ensures each child experiences a rich,
creative foundation to a journey of lifelong learning.

Andrew Hill
Collegiate Chair

School Calendar

Important dates to remember

29" July | Start of Term 3

3-7™ August | Class 10 Camp

4t August | Parent Education Talk — Music in the Steiner Curriculum,
9.10am, Castlecrag campus

5™ August | P&F Class Parent Reps Meeting, Castlecrag, 7.30pm

6™ August | Major Projects — Oral Presentations

6" August | ‘Meet the Music’ Opera House, 6.30pm

10-24" August | Class 12 Trials

10" August | Castlecrag Forum

Campus News

Class 10 German Trip @VYV'VVV"VVVVVVvv@
Raffle Winners

N . DO YOU SPEAK PORTUGUESE?
C(_)ngratulanons to our Is there anyone in our community who speaks
winners (see below) and Portuguese and has the time and willingness to help
many thanks to a little boy to integrate into his preschool group?

everybody who supported our raffle. o _
This little boy loves going to preschool Mondays,

Tuesdays and Wednesdays but a little extra help

Jenny Jackson German champagne i
and chocolate basket would make all the difference.
Ashlee Fraser European Indulgence If you feel you can volunteer some time please
Pack contact Jessica Horne-Kennedy, Glenaeon Preschool
Hugh Angel drawing Director on 9412 4457.
Kronenberg

\AA LS L AAL @
Class 10 German Group. @ Yvvv Yvvvy



KAMAROI CULTURAL

EVENING

Saturday, 15th August — 7.30pm
Bookings please contact Sherryl on 9450 1651. For

enquiries please email Jo cday@hotmail.com

Where:

Parent Education Talk
By Christian Lillicrap

On Music in the Steiner
Curriculum

Date: Tuesday, 4™ August
Time: 9.10am
Castlecrag campus

PR B e,

e L Ganan Bl e Soheol e sousalena ks B ol come, end Hands of chidres.
allweing Fervenl and Glarssen Sehoas, (% i comimunly b abo seicoma o allsdl. A1 siten, Ui
altamiln spaciiact wil Eer feld in Hee Ubsiary o Ramenol, 220 orest ey, Belioie, Ha chaigs ks itons - unis
dzalnd, Aoy | il cxbachud ol 1% saginn - Fhai of mal boskings svintol

W it Grateiu b ha Earand Pasesls cind Fiands Aieecaton i Py I g bl Laiafl
Faiaith parleipaling feim ol iERoad din J walsadrmand utmumuammuurm

P a4 Ll Ao el 9 o gy, plaain aal iy Doy lopsdey Bharsal.com

Tisndoy % july 730 pm Commsl Libeery with Sbba Bodams  Sierie ket Tae Meer

il et Pkt i Pespalhue. Coming Iogeiter 4 thase e dieom o A winler sigsl wil glee us dlangin, s ond joy.
‘hial B @ meoil sl Fow' can e eas moe abow Pem ond R con s Bnd duch Soie lon our childen which
et Il I eusi Teoud e, Cora ba Do lng harh ol Lomas) Wi il wil be dow babed.
Eona Eodima Fod recenly salumed Fom padepelicg in woritopd with Aty Barmcen and Noncy Melan s iha Fama
o brad g v Surtme e e witie cnus evgans

Tumsdoy Augedl @ Tipm = 930 pm (Feose note lme] Eomanl Lsmery with Shard Macres

St Paticn N you Hore - Hamvaes Cormusiesion

#  Paizke confiel in poursali crd wih ol

Spmaking Peace [samd on Nensielsn] Comrusknton] §a depls demeay b peu lo acoen e gualy of ashee
oG el Isharing forwhal I n sach olherd bearh,

Pariiouily wa apstenced fpesing Peacs, niaduchg Bty C In M dmisken e wil B e S
Expiniig younaf Aulhenlicoky, ou wil dicsvel ow |2 pedk bar vod geane’ 12 acbantealy anpi bom what
deaply Impedlan iy

e i e 6 I aaelng San incl o IEENSE I ey oled Gl yEu N - e I e ol paisn g | ks
Spwing Pauce,

Aol Sharl Matme
Sl M b Of iPspiononel Bulned wamon and Bigtl ed budnan coach, Baner cnd Il in e o o
P

wnalh @ deins An e il ks Irain, Sherl i sa-awsled and
o g Ol ekl Cnm Wemalh andl oot of ol A Ply Ul Cnaw for b It chabenging and g |
Ahyim, Shas weria widely wilh butnais A, TN, A

Tusdoy dug i T30 pm Kemonl Ubory with Bemodets Tayior Communlcefing inom Se seer

B i by bt I Anclifeg w12 vl chlicinn et ol i ard Mdpec i,
Tl Py i urniiokd oo eppsesed 5o Baing o in Pl all clicus T of Dung prawinl b o
mah lizhn o frivad Bl wl Plmeas] wilh oo shigoan ped i Proses Bl ean R o eonruskeston ond aassclalem.
thm wil ko dicums dege wiyvl 1o antarcn il im0 ol didn ced sncosage Bam e acknowedge and henou
LT

B Ha I ed P et 13 e cfel wieska i e il 11l Fhssi Heswapalhis Chldrers
ke Shm b I Wt o Ba By g 13 and 18 hagey sckamar lamisl, She i Snipied Poesieg” cosing wilh
Cxlsgun AN ML




MONTHLY NOTICEBOARD

the following section is a service to the school community and does not necessarily represent the views of the school
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Tapazes style of vope that works

The maridizn lmes of the hody.

It is 2 dynamic syls of Indian Hatha yoga

Each class moorporates core smangth and

lowar back suppest, whilst 22 the s2me ttme
focuzing on the organs that relats o the particular
W00

WIVTER. is the ttme for reserving yous anargy suppliss

Eging salf reflective and stll. 25 the cold harsk szvirooment
Kiaps us mdoors. This WATER. alsment mlatss to the KIDNEYS
and BLADDER. Keepizg thess organs strong this tma of vear
impaorizot to prevant back acks azd homeonal imbalances. It s the
tims of year to astablish the foundadon of our beizg, soocture, and
metivaton. Don't procrastinace this wintss, chasge your KIDNEYS
and flow affortlessl tewrands your fiature goals. Gain confidence and
stabiity as yon strangthen vour BLADDER, calm your mind and
Inbargrate yOur DervOUs SyFiem.

CLASEEE @ 9 THE TOR WALK CASTLECEAG

ENQUIRIES
wow kiyogatedzy.com 2z

First class is FREE. Therattar $15p/c o 10 class card £120

Angus

Angus and Ollie need a
loving fiome

A
Ofle

Characteristics

Oliie and Angus are 3 year old, loving brothers from the same [itzer,
They were rescued by us from the Cat Protection Society 4 years 2go.
They are playful, sweet natured and very purry. They clean each ather
daily and are often z2en playing together like close brothers do.

Clie seeks cuddles and pats from us often and zlthough Angus is a
litzle more independent, he loves 2 good wmmy rub (see photo)
especially in front of the fireplace or heater in winter! They are both
lzp lovers,

Why let them go? Sacly, dus to my daughters extreme [and totally
unexpected) zllergic reaction to cats we have had to make the difficu’t
decision to search for a loving family home that will take on "the boys',
Clie and &ngus are very close and therefore, if at all possible, would
nead to go to & new home together. They are suited o live with
childran (they love being caried or wheelad in toy prams), 2 feline
friendly dog or another cat,

Please contact Jasna to discuss adoption on 0400 105 715.
Thank you for helping us to find them a new home.

FELTING WORKSHOPS

HOUSE FOR RENT

DEC2009/JAN2010

Learn how to create beautiful toys, homewares and gifts

No experience necessary & all materials supplied
THURSDAYS 10am-12pm or Epm-10pm

from wool fibres using wet feling and neadle felting

Our house in Castle Cove i
F available for rent (or house
RE exchange) during Christmas and

for some weeks early January. If

anyone has guests from abroad
coming who rather than stay in an hotel, may be
interested in staying in a home that could comfortably
sleep 7, is close to a city bus link and is geared for
entertaining around the pool, they could contact Dagmar
on 61 411 488 729 for further details.

Experience the
Muystery Dramas by Steiner

Would you like to be a part of it? Wish to
know more about this group?

WHERE?2 Northern Beaches area

TINEZ2 The most convenient
FREQUENCY?Z Weekly

If you would like more information please
call Regina Hoffmann on 9999 4885.

8 August
12 September

6 August Gnomes

13 August Placemats & Coasters
20 August Finger Puppets

27 August Flowers

3 September Spring Picture

10 September Bird's Nest

17 September Flower Child

24 September Spring Fairy

SATURDAYS 10am-4.00pm

You are welcome to come to single classes or attend
the whole series. Other classes available on reguest.

Far more information please
Phone Wendy on 0402 03% 677 or
Email enchanted_wool{@optusnet.com.au

Felted jewellery
Lady Spring

V.WITD KITTEN WANTED

- We are looking for a female
kitten for our family to love

- 6-12 weeks old. Contact: Ashley

Fraser 9958-5984



